ll FE I N “And unto the ange of the church
in Pergamos write; These things
saith he which hath the sharp sword

PERGAMOS e
and where thou dwellest, even where

A CITY OF WEALTH, KNOWLEDGE,
AND PAGAN INFLUENCE

3,
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Satan’s seat is...”
— Revelation 2:12-13

t*— .'
STRATEGIC LOCATION . @ AMAJOR CENTER OF PAGAN RELIGION |
. r
Perpamen stood 20 miles inland from the “__ 50 iles i <
Acgean Sea on a rives bank, approximately ,q@w P — T&Ti';nlﬂ;uﬁ :::m
50 milles orth of Smyrna. (1] * focal point, with the beautiful temple
# Epheusy | of Athena nearby. |3

Temiple of Athena

WEALTH & INNOVATION

In the first cemtury, Perpamen wa & weahtby city (1] its
prosperity rooted in intellectual and soonomic innovation.
Whien an Egyptian pharach banned pagyrus exports,
King Eumenes [1 is traditionally associated with the
development and large-icale production of parchment— |8
a durable writing material made by preparing animal skis,
ol wend, The narme parchment i derved from Pergamum
(Latin pergamenum), reflecting the city's importance an
a manufacturing cester,

* The people also worshipped Dionysins (=
and Asclepins, the Greek pod of medicine [1] | s

Asclepius

= Pergumos was not only a povernsnest
center with theee imnperial semples but
also the site of the temple of Asklepios
and a medical censer whene the physician
Galen worked around AD 160.[2)

LIBRARY & PRIDE ]
This prosperity beed cultural pride. The city was fillad with
srrogd, sell-¢ d prophe ehecised with knowlodge
through books, and its library contained more than
200,000 volemes, making it one of the larges of s day [1]
Egvpt’s concern ower this rival Bbrary led so the developmemn |8
of puarchesded i an alteraativg writing sateril. [2)
[Deering Roman domsance, Pergamss became the capitl
of the Roman provinoe of Asia. [2]

RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY

= Selewous likely setibed Jews in Thyatira, and Lydia had
come within the symagogue's circle, possibly in her
native cigg[1]

A SPIRITUALLY HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT
This religious landscape made the city spiritually hostile to Christian faith,
explaining why Christ identified it as the place “where Satan dwells.”
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